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Find us online at www.40thfifescouts.org.uk 

Competition Time!  You will find the squirrel logo below in various places  in 

the newsletter.  Some are obvious and others are a little (or big) bit hidden.                        

Can you find them all?  Prize for the winner! (there will be a draw if more than one correct answer) 

Email: lorna@40thfifescouts.org.uk with your answers 

OR use the form that can be found further into the newsletter 

Hi Everyone!  I hope you all had a good easter holiday and are back ready and raring to go.  

The BIGGEST news is that we now have seven sections at the 40th with our newest and 

youngest members joining our brand new Squirrel Drey.  You can see what they have been 

getting up to in our special 2 page spread.  We held 2 very successful registration nights and 

have to date had 21 of our 24 spaces filled, with a few on our waiting list. 

The other BIG news is that we now not only have 2 of our Explorers off to 

the World Jamboree in South Korea next year, we have 3 of our leader 

team going too as part of the International Support Team.  We will be following them all     

during the time running up to the event itself and finding out everything that goes on before 

they go. 

Nine of our explorers and seventeen of our leaders and active support team are heading off to 

Blair Atholl International Jamborette in July where 84 Scottish patrols (6 per patrol) will host 

an     overseas patrol each (6 per patrol, will let you do the maths, and that’s just the Explor-

ers!), this camp is held every 2 years and was sadly cancelled in 2020 owing to ’the bug’, it has 

meant extra preparations and training to ensure that everyone is up to speed.  You can see 

what they have been up to in order to prepare for the event in this newsletter. 

We have been busy with our environmental project too, we eventually had a sunny Saturday that allowed us to  

get the ground cleared and the trees planted.  HUGE thanks to everyone who helped.  More on the project in 

the coming pages.  

The first order of hoodies has been well received and its still not too late to get your hands on one, please 

check our last newsletter (can be found on our website) for information on ordering. 

We are all looking forward to getting out and about more as the nights get lighter and the weather gets better.  

The leaders have got loads of exiting activities for you all in the    

coming months and I hope to see you all sometime soon.  Lorna, Group Scout Leader 



Braemar Drey 

We welcomed our first squirrels to their meeting on 4th March.  We have named the Drey after one of our 

Scottish Castles, it also happens to be where Red Squirrels live!  When we open another Drey it too will be 

named after a Castle.  It’s great to have our Squirrel Braemar Drey section up and running. We are enjoying 

getting to know our energetic and excited squirrels each week and look forward to many more adventures     

together in the future!  

The Squirrels had a fantastic first night time making new friends, building their own campfires, singing songs and 

eating marshmallows.   

The next meeting explored how everyone was feeling.  The squirrels acted out various feelings and drew  

pictures of what makes them happy.  There were several dinosaurs and lots of friends and family pictures.  

They also decorated their wooden name tags and played parachute games. 

Squirrel! Squirrel!  

Shake your little tail 

Our Explorer Young Leaders are doing a great job helping. If there are 
any parents who would like to help on sessions, or interested in      

joining the leader team, they can let us know. 

Squirrels are go! 



Our first Squirrel Scout investiture, Friday  25th March 2022.  BRAVO!! 

Superhero’s assemble!  The Squirrels designed their own superheroes and told everyone what their         

superpowers were.  The term finished with an EGGTASTIC night of making easter egg baskets, egg and 

spoon races and an outdoor chocolate hunt! 

Massive shout out to everyone who helped to get our Squirrels up and running!  Corné & Kirsty, 

Steph, and our Young Leaders Zara, Katie & Adele 



Arran Pack 

The Pack started the 

term with a games 

night and welcomed 

a new Cubs, Murron 

& Tia. 

Lots of badges 

being awarded! 

This group    
finished their 
chefs badges, 

it got a bit 
messy!  

Making use of the new laptops  
researching global issues and        

charities . 

 

SLEEPOVER!! 

Four cub promises made! 

Well Done to Mia!                

She secured a space at one 

of the Fordell Activity days 

& completed her Adventure 

Challenge 



Hudson Beaver 

Colony 

The Beavers explored some Chinese New Year       

traditions with games of 'The Dragon's Tail', Zodiac 

charades, making our own fortune cookies, trying to 

paint Chinese characters, and the Chopstick        

challenge where we tried spring rolls, seaweed,    

kimchi, dumplings, and prawn crackers. 

The Beavers made bird feeders and got familiar 

with some of the birds we might see in our back 

gardens or local green spaces.   Beavers were 

sent home with an ID sheet with a survey on the 

back and some of them then took part in the 

Big Garden Bird watch. 

Well Done to Matthew!        

He secured a space at one of 

the Fordell Activity days & 

completed his Adventure 

Challenge 

Since the clocks changed, 

the Beavers have managed 

to get outside & work on 

their teamwork challenges. 

A massive thank you to all the leaders and parent helpers who have 

assisted this term.  It has been greatly appreciated as Owen and     

Alison were unavailable for a number of weeks owing to other     

commitments.  Special mention to Matt & Aaron, our Young Leaders, 

for stepping up and taking charge when needed.   

The beavers had a campfire song night!      

They learned some new songs and did really 

well jumping around and doing the actions   

(so did the parent helpers)!! 



CONGRATULATIONS! 

Greasy, Scout Leader 

20 year service award 

Mark, Asst Scout Leader 

Wood Badge 

Sean, Ben Cleuch Explorer Unit 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

Julie, Group Committee 

5 year service award 

Congratulations to all our new Sixers,       

Seconders, Asst Patrol Leader, Patrol Leader & 
Senior Patrol Leader! 

Rachel, Arran, Kyle, Leighton, Daniel, James, 
Annelie, Lewis, Ethan &  Hannah 

 

Joel, Active Support Member 

5 year service award 

Massive BRAVO  

Mark, Laura & Lorna  

for being selected to attend the next World Scout Jamboree in 

South Korea in 2023 as part of the  International Support Team 

Aaron, Ben Cleuch Explorer Unit 

Young Leader Belt, Hudson Beavers 

 



Blair Atholl 

International Jamborette 

2022 

The path to Blair Atholl began in September last year when a selection weekend was held with applicants from 

across Dunfermline.  Nine of our Explorer Scouts were successful, gaining a space in one of the four Dunfermline 

Patrols.  Since then we joined forces with the two patrols from Rosyth and have held two full day training         

sessions.  Our Explorer scouts have attended both sessions and completed a number of training activities          

including fire lighting (an essential skill or no one eats) and pioneering to set up the dining shelter that will be the 

hub of their camp sites.  The shelters not only hold their cooking fires but are also an area to socialise; chat & 

play games with the neighbours.  The patrols have now been determined and we await sub camp allocation and 

confirmation of the themes, for not just the sub camps but the evening events too.   

Together with the Explorer Scouts, we have 17 of our leaders and active sup-

port members attending and still await confirmation for some of their roles at 

camp but so far, Lorna is with Kastle Kurrents again (camp newspaper), Eilidh is 

with the Atholl Experience Team (basically mud, mud & more mud), Steph & 

Debbie are with the admin team, Craig & Hazel are taking on the new Dun-

geons & Dragons base.  Kenny is with the QM team (all things food) and Alan F 

the welfare team.  Mag & Mark are with the Bushcraft team again and we await 

news for Owen, Arran, Matt, Aaron, Edie, Callum & Laura. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Zara is one of our Explorers and a Young Leader with the 

Squirrels.  She has been successful in winning a place with 

the Team GB junior girls water polo squad.                        

Massive congratulation from all at the 40th! 



Tonkawa  

Troop 

The Scouts enjoyed a weekend camp at Nine Acres, Crook of Devon.  Very chilly at night, 

a wee sub zero camp for the Zodiac Award, and beautiful sunny days!  A hike to our 

bothy at Powmill and lots of cooking and eating. 

Several of our scouts gained their   

Forestry Badge.  Taking part in various 

activities guided by the ranger at Dean 

Plantation  then helping with the tree 

planting at the hall to complete. 

The scouts have enjoyed a variety of activities this term!  We started with a 

back to basics map session in advance of our expedition training.  Held a disability awareness night where 

they carried out some tasks where some scouts were ‘disabled’ and were then kept involved in the activity.  

Discussions were had about less visible disabilities too., everyone had good awareness and understanding. 

They ventured into the Crystal Maze, gathering woggles instead of crystals, completing a number of 

different challenges from rock, paper, scissors to matching pairs games and solving riddles.  They also 

completed various Taskmaster challenges including blindfold skittles and making mini zip lines, throwing 

tea bags into cups to score points and a chopstick challenge.  The scouts also completed a Superstars 

night (if you are not old enough to remember Superstars it’s a series of fitness challenges)  skipping, 

weights, push ups, samsons chair, running lengths and star jumps. 
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 Find us on Facebook 

                                                       We are always looking for new leaders!   

                                                        Speak to any leader & find out how YOU CAN HELP US 

Volunteering for Scouting is easier that you think.  Whether you can help us out weekly, spare an hour 

a month or a day a year, we have plenty opportunities both behind the scenes and working with young 

people.   

With full support and training you can experience the fun, friendship and adventure of scouting for 

yourself, all on a flexible basis. 

Please speak to any leader if you think you can help 

We would especially like to hear from anyone who can assist with our Beaver Colonies!  Monday or 

Wednesday, both would benefit greatly from additional help. 

Find us online at  

www.40thfifescouts.org.uk 

Vacancies 

Assistant Section Leaders 

Squirrels (Fridays)  

Beavers (Monday & Wednesday) 

Section Leader 

Beavers (Wednesday) 
The above are the sections that have the greatest need at present 

Volunteering is a two way street!   

Research shows that it improves well being and helps you 

build career-boosting skills.  Let us know you are interested 

and we’ll give you any support and training you need to let 

your skills shine 



BADGE SEWING SERVICES   

Suggested donations remain at 50p per badge and funds 

will be supporting attendance at the next World            

Jamboree in 2023. Please hand your uniform & badges, 

clearly marked with your child's name, to any of the    

leaders who will contact me to arrange collection & drop off. 

Thank you for your support!         Lorna  

NOTE TO ALL PARENTS 

You are welcome to enter the hall at the beginning and end of the meetings to collect your child/children 

If you wish to remain outside it would be hugely helpful if you could get out of your car so we can ensure 

that our members are collected by a responsible adult at the end of our meeting.  Leaders remain          

responsible for your child/children until back under your supervision.     

We know that Scouts and Explorers are more independent however we would prefer that a parent        

collects rather than allow a solo walk home.  There have been incidents in Touch historically (thankfully 

not involving anyone from the group) that cause sufficient concern for us to take these measures.   

Thank you for your understanding. 

We have been carrying out a clean up on 

our FB page.  If we have removed you in error 

please  accept our apologies and re request 

access.  Please remember to answer the 

question or you may not be approved! 

40th Fife Friends & Family 



SKYE PACK 
Skye Pack Jan – March 2022 

Skye Pack kicked off the new term with our first Pack Forum of the year, where we 

listened to the Cubs suggestions of activities & badges that they would like to do and 

if they had any way in which we could make Cubs better. The main suggestion we got 

was to have a timetable of events for each evening which includes games & activities. 

The Leaders and Cubs all love this suggestion and earned the Cub their centre part of the new You Shape 

Award! 

This term, we worked on our Astronomer, Money Skills, Air Activities Stage 1 and 

Local Knowledge badges. It was great that on one of our Astronomer badge nights 

that we were able to see the International Space Station flying over the Scout Hall!! 

Activities for the Money Skills badge included learning 

about currencies from different countries, thinking about 

why we may want items and how we could get money to 

earn then. We also ran a fun budgeting night where Cubs 

had to complete tasks to earn tokens to then buy material 

to build the tallest tower they could. Tasks ranged from Scouting type tasks to 

fun tasks such has taking a photo of Wolfie doing something, or ‘Lottery’ style 

tasks that they could win big, but it cost tokens to take part. 

For Pancake Day we had a shot of making Tin Can stoves. A bit of an experiment, 

but plenty for the Leaders to learn in the future! We held our first Sixer & Seconder meetings where we 

asked them ‘What makes a good Sixer/Seconder’ and ‘What makes a good Leader’. Some interesting    

answers were given for each question.  Local Knowledge found our Cubs researching and making posters 

for different things in Dunfermline. Whether it was sport, famous people, famous buildings, or             

Dunfermline’s history, we love the posters they came up with! 

Cubs enjoyed our sleepover in March playing video games, watching movies, and getting to play at the 

local playpark. Badge Extravaganza night let Cubs talk to us and show us items to earn Collectors,        

Hobbies, Physical Recreation & Sports Enthusiast badges. Brodie got a chance to see 

some interesting  collections. We finished off the term by enjoying being able to get         

outside! Cubs practised cutting wood, lighting fires and backwoods cooking by making 

chocolate dampers, cheese dampers and calzone, which looked amazing and tasted great 

from what I’ve heard! More adventures to follow next term! 

Laura 



Our Environmental project  

Third time lucky!  The sun shone & we had an amazing day finally getting our trees planted.                      

We had representation from all our sections, including 2 of our Squirrel Scouts. 

The Explorers kicked things off by tackling the brambles, ivy and other undergrowth to 

clear a space ready for planting.  The Squirrels, Beavers & Cubs helped prepare the        

protective covers and canes that would keep the trees safe once planted.  Hawthorn, Oak, 

Rowan, Blackthorn and Silver Birch saplings were  planted. 

They also collected 16 bags of litter from the area and as you can see below there were 

some odd finds.  There was also a game of ‘best before date’ bingo, the oldest find was a 

space invaders packet dated 1998 

Massive thanks to all who helped! 

Esther, Fraser, Evan, Annelie, Cailean, Harrison, Ethan, 

Brodie, Katie, Ollie, John, Lucas, Ellie, Gregor, Mia, 

Corné, Laura, Derek, Dave, Mag, Lorna and all the  

parent helpers! 



We are still feeling the effects post the pandemic and 
have not been able to get on with our projects as much as we would like but 
we’re still seeking fun filled ideas to keep the interest in all the same. 
 
Exciting times as the Wales Trip has happened and more camps are being 
organised, great fun for all involved.  We will be investing in tests and other 

gear to replace a number of things as we go through the year. 
 
We have invested in a number of new, more up to date, laptops which are proving really popular with all 
the sections, giving great access to various learnings and helping to earn badges.  These will be a great 
help later in the year for JOTI. 
 
As you may remember we have a few projects underway and these are taking a bit longer than we’d like 
due to having the right people and materials available. 
 
The hall freshen up - still awaiting feedback from an architect to see what we can do and in the meantime 
we have looked at getting quotes for a new kitchen and applying for grants to do this. 
 
Powmill - as you may know trying to get materials at a reasonable price is challenging but we are now 
seeking these and hopefully we can get a team of willing volunteers to make the necessary repairs in the 
coming weeks so we can use the bothy during the better weather. 
 
Mini bus - something we are still looking into, but the second hand market is very high right now so we 
are keeping an eye out for the right vehicle, if anyone knows of any, and potentially a place we could 
store this we’d love to hear from you.  This could give all the sections so much freedom and enable more 
trips to being organised so is a high priority for us. 
 
And finally, as this is our 50th year we are looking to book some fun events, reschedule our family quiz, a 
ceilidh and other to come, unfortunately again COVID number have hits some of us preventing getting 
organised earlier but watch this space. 
 
If you’d like to join our committee and help our please let one of the leaders know or reach out on our 
40th Friends and Family Facebook group and we’d love to have you onboard. 
 
Thanks 
Lesleyanne Tufft & all the Exec Committee 

Come and check out our archive page!   

More photos being added regularly.  Were you a member 

in your younger days?   

See if you can spot yourself in one of our Camp and    

activity photos and videos!   

Group Executive Committee 



WALE 
Our trip to Spain, having been hit with lockdown etc, was rearranged for this Easter at a site in Wales. Our 

Scouts & Explorers spent a night in the hall ahead of leaving at 4am to make the drive South.  A huge shout 

out to our lifesaver, Paul, who stepped in to drive down after Lorna & Mag went down with COVID. 

Luxurious accommodations on 

site, glamping pods, fancier than 

tents! 

 

The group had no sooner arrived on site and emptied the trailer and it 

was straight into activities! 

The weeks activities included axe      

throwing, giant stand up paddle 

boards, open canoes, kayaks, 

blind trail, backwoods, egg drop, 

climbing tower, artificial caves, 

rifle shooting and field games. 

There was evening entertainment 

too including a campfire! 

Day 1— after being in the hall we were in the bus, sat for a while and 

then it was basically on & off sleeping.  We stopped a few times on the 

way.  Some slept, some talked.  When we got there we had an activity 

which was tug of war & rounders, then it was dinner.  Burgers and ice 

cream.  We ate & chatted, thanked everyone for the food and we got a 

bit of time to chill.  Then there was evening entertainment in the   

function room.  We talked & found out interesting facts about each 

other.  11pm was lights out so we went to our pods.  Evie 

Massive thanks too to Laura for hastily re arranging holidays from 

work to attend and keep the leader numbers up. 



Squirrels competition 

 

 

Name:         

                                                     

Section: 

 

I found                        squirrels  

(including the one on this form) 

WALE 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Special mentions to Evie, Daniel 

R & Kyle who were awarded an 

Acorn badge for their               

participation during the week.  

This was  based on                  

nominations from the             

staff and leaders. 



 

 

 

 

Your Name Section Tiger Name 

   

   

   

   

   

   

WALE 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

My favourite part of our trip to Wales was the 

free time we had in the cabins.  We sung along 

to Oasis and the Eagles and the Animals.         

Because I brought my guitar and harmonica, it 

gave me, Daniel and Michael the chance to show 

off a bit.  I learned Piano Man by Billy Joel on the 

harmonica.  Brodie  



It has been a bust few months, the winter months are always busy as we prepare for the 
better weather and get ready for camping and expeditions. Here is just a sample of what we 
managed to get up to. 

Burn’s night saw us making haggis pakora with a chilli dipping 
sauce and some flat bread wraps.  

Pancake Day Pancakes are always  popular on an explorer night, last year we did this remotely via Zoom 
but this year we managed it in person. There were pancakes obviously but also chocolate filled pancakes, 
pancake waffles and chocolate filled pancake waffles made in toasted sandwich maker. There was even a 
successful attempt at pancake tossing. 

Hike Tent Designing 

We have set a challenge to the Explorers this year to design, make and test a hike 
tent. They have looked at a wide range of tent styles, built a list of requirements 
and started to plan the tent. The aim is to have a tent built later in the year so 
that the teams can spend a night in it and see how it performs. 

Chip Shop Hike 

A popular night that we have not managed since before COVID. The explorers locate  
local chip shops, plan a route to visit them, choose a set of criteria for judging the quality 
of the chips and go for a walk eating chips. It is always a popular night.  The winner this 
time was Sauro, Abbeyview. 

Tree Planting 

The Explorers spent a busy day on the environmental project, preparing the ground, 
hacking back brambles and undergrowth to clear the ground for tree-planting,     
helping the younger sections plant their trees and planting quite a lot themselves. 

 



McKenzie Beaver 

Colony 

This session the beavers have been working on skills and team work challenge badges. 

We have decorated biscuits, played skittles and completed some kahoot quizzes. 

Lots of you completed book reader badge, which required some work at home. 

We did some mini pioneering with cocktail sticks and  jelly sweets, of which some were dropped on the 
way out of the hall! 

Josh, Charlie, 
Moray, Finlay and Eli with their promise 

A big thank you to our    
leaders, young leaders and 
parent helpers for your  
continued assistance. 

Alan 

Owen, Jacob and Tia moved 
on to cubs, we hope you 
enjoy your next scouting 
adventures! 

Lots of you brought in games to show the other beavers how to play. 



Journey 

 to the  

Jamboree 

Katie and Daniel have already started their journey to the Jamboree in South Korea next year!   

After an initial zoom meeting the unit got together face to face for a weekend full of activities.  We brain 

stormed ideas for our unit name and are now called Haggis Hot East, designing the unit badge will be 

next!  We worked on pioneering, tried some wacky world records and had a fun Karaoke night.  Friday 

night was big game night and we went out the help at the Kelpies running event.  There was also lots of 

team building, a space hopper race and had a shot of the climbing wall.  Our first team photo was taken 

following rehearsal for positions and a parent sharing session happened.  We also got our UK neckies. 

We had a great weekend!  Daniel & Katie 

International Support Team (IST) 

We were invited along to the Unit weekend to meet the team and help out with the 

activities.  We assisted with the bases and helped prepare then wash up the pots, pans 

and all the dishes afterwards to allow the Unit to get to the Kelpies on time.  It was 

great to meet other IST members from our Crew.  The IST from Scotland have been 

split into two groups/crews, we are part of Crew C.  Laura & Lorna have also taken on 

the role of crew contact points, coordinating correspondence etc.    As with the Unit, 

we are looking at an identity for the Crew and badges etc will follow.  Our first face to 

face weekend is at Gilwell Park in June, this is for all the UK IST members, but clashes 

with a pre arranged weekend for Blair Atholl so we will wait til the next one in 2023.  

Hopefully we can get our hands on our neckies 

soon though, they look awesome!  Our next big 

event is in September, when all the Scottish Units & 

IST will be at Fordell for the weekend.  We will let 

you know how that goes later in the year. 

Mark, Laura & Lorna 



Braemar 

 Squirrel Drey 

Hudson  

Beaver Colony 



McKenzie  

Beaver Colony 

 

 



Arran Pack 

 



Ben Cleuch Unit 



Tonkawa Troop 



Skye Pack 



 

Attached to this newsletter you will find we have another  celebration badge for you!                                         

This time to commemorate the Queens Platinum Jubilee.                                                                               

Squirrels, Beavers & Cubs can wear at the bottom of their sweatshirts.                                                                  

Scouts & Explorers can wear on the left hand side of shirt above any awards that they 

have.  


