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40th Fife (Touch) Scout Group October 2021 

Find us online at www.40thfifescouts.org.uk 

Happy New Year!  I hope that you have all had an 

amazing Christmas and that you have managed to 

catch up with family & friends.   

Our leaders are geared up and ready to get going 

again, they have great plans for activities and events 

for 2022 which they will share with you in due 

course. 

The COVID situation continues to improve, fingers crossed, but we will still comply with the 

recommended procedures.  Hand gel and face masks will be with us for a wee while longer. 

We are continuing our 50th birthday celebrations into 2022 and we have plans for a group 

camp later in the year.    The Scouts & Explorers are looking forward to their trip to Wales at 

Easter and the Explorers to attending Blair Atholl International Jamborette in July. 

We are also looking forward to the District events re starting, the Scout Guide Quiz, Safety 

Competition, Gibb Bugle Camping Competition and more. 

You may have also spotted our leaders wearing 50th Birthday hoodies and we are now     

offering these to the young people, there is an order form at the very back of this newsletter 

for you to use.  The hoodies will be plain black with our badge embroidered on the front.  You 

can have the name of your choice on the back. 

That’s my lot for now!  See you all in the coming weeks. 

Lorna         Group Scout Leader 

URGENT!!! 

We are in need of Beaver leaders (Mondays & Wednesdays) 

as a matter of urgency!  If you or someone you know can  

help please get in touch with us, thank you  

 



Hudson Beaver 

Colony 

The beavers started the new term with a Halloween party!  Everyone dressed up and  played lots of silly games.          

This was followed by a night all about fireworks. 

The colony then spent some time learning about our endangered animals, what they are, where they live and 

what we can do to look after them. 

A games night was enjoyed by everyone and this was followed by a session learning home skills, how to iron a 

neckie, learning to use a match to light a candle and more. 

The beavers made loads of decorations at the Christmas craft night, snowman advent calendars and Rudolph hats 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possibly the wrong time of year for a beach party, but a Hawaiian night was held in  November with flowery leis and limbo 

games. 

The year ended with a Christmas 

party, toilet roll snowmen were 

created and a mega snowball fight 

ensued! 



Arran Pack 

This term the Pack was working on Skills and Teamwork challenges and making a start on Pioneer badge. 

Cubs re started with a Halloween 

party, loads of daft costumes and 

plenty party games! 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Pioneering, the art of building structures from poles and 

rope, the cubs started out with bamboo and elastic bands to 

make catapults and other models. 

 

 

The cubs learned a load of household skills, sewing buttons and badges, ironing neckies, learning what to do if there is an  

accident or emergency at home and how to make rope. 

A Christmas craft night saw the cubs making cards and decorations to take home for friends & family to enjoy. 

PANTO! 

Arranged by the Arran pack, 50 of our members enjoyed    

Cinderella at the Alhambra 



CONGRATULATIONS! 

Come and check out our archive page!   

More photos being added regularly.  Were you a member 

in your younger days?   

See if you can spot yourself in one of our Camp and    

activity photos and videos!   

Massive congratulations to Daniel & Katie who were selected from over 130 applicants to join the 

East Region unit of 36 Explorers who will attend the next World Scout Jamboree in South Korea in 2023.                       

Mia, Mckenzie Beavers, 

Bronze Chief Scouts Award 

Josh, Malcom & Dominic, Skye Pack,   

Silver Chief Scouts Award 

Skye pack, Foundation               

Youth Approved Award 

Matthew, Explorer Unit, Chief 

Scouts Platinum Award          

Dominic, Explorer Unit, Bronze  

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Harrison, McKenzie 
Beavers.  Finished 
the 50 mile walking 
challenge! He 
raised £170,   
smashing the £50 
target! And he 
picked 12 bags of 
litter along the way 
for his good deeds 
challenge  



McKenzie Beaver 

Colony 

Badges this term included Builder,         

Communicator & Disability awareness.             

The Beavers also learned different tasks to help       

complete their Skills Challenge Award 

The term kicked off with a Halloween   

party, dressing up, food & games. 

Have done Christmas crafts and catapults were made then the beavers enjoyed their Christmas party before heading off on 

holiday.  

The colony also said goodbye to their older Beavers, we hope you all enjoy your time in cubs.   

The Beavers would like to say a big thank you to the 

leaders, young leaders and parent helpers for your 

assistance.  

We have been working on Scottish Thistle, Builder, Communicator and Disability Awareness 

badges this term. 



BADGE SEWING SERVICES   

For background, I started this as a personal fundraiser for attending the World 

Scout Jamboree in 2019.      

Suggested donations remain at 50p per badge and funds will be used to support 

those from the 40th who are attending the next World 

Jamboree in 2023. Please hand your uniform & badges, 

clearly marked with your child's name, to any of the 

leaders who will contact me to arrange collection & 

drop off 

Competition time! 

Apart from the fact that its all 2’s please let us know what 

is special about 22/2/22?                                                     

Email your answers to lorna@40thfifescouts.org.uk 

LOST PROPERTY 
Are you missing a water bottle? 

Have you not seen your jacket for months? 
 

It may be in our lost property? 
 

Please check next time you are in the hall  

and see if you can be reunited with your item/s 

 

Thanks! 



SKYE PACK 

Skye Pack started the new term with a Halloween Party during which the Cubs 

made some bat puppets, spider biscuits (not sure how many of those made it 

home) and hanging ghost decorations. We also played some silly games with 

light up balloons in the dark and tried to eat donuts on strings hanging from 

the ceiling. Congratulations to Cayden for winning the costume competition 

and won an engraved medal and a book on how to draw monsters. 

We kicked off November with a night suggested by the Blue Six who wanted to do some 

cooking. The Leaders thought, what a great way to start off the Chef badge!! Each Six was 

set the task of making their own burgers and coleslaw from scratch, lots of chopping & 

grating was involved. We also made pancakes later in the month for the other part of our 

meal and chopped fresh fruit to put on these.  

As we met on Thursday the 11th of November, it gave us a great reason to learn all about Remembrance 

Day and why we wear poppies at this time of year. Thanks again to Jimmy and William Greaves who are 

both veterans for coming to talk to the Pack all about their experiences. 

We also worked on our Teamwork skills by taking part in a trading post one night. Cubs had a list of tasks 

to choose from with items they required costing tokens but earning tokens for completing tasks. These 

tasks were as varied as naming animals for every letter of the alphabet, tying certain knots, putting    

someone in the recovery position or trying to eat a cream cracker and then whistle within 30 seconds. It 

was tight competition with the Black Six coming out on top. 

Several of our Cubs enjoyed a sleepover in the hall during November when we completed our Entertainer 

badge by completing dances in the dark while covered in glow sticks, used sparklers and watched films. In 

the morning, we helped towards the groups Environmental Project by doing a litter pick of the burn area. 

Cubs managed to get several bags of rubbish as well as finding a scooter and a gas boiler (which was kindly 

moved by the Explorers the following day). We then had a play at the local park as a reward for their 

efforts.  
We finished off the year with awarding lots of badges, learning some home 

skills (ironing neckie, sewing on a badge/button, making a cup of tea/coffee, 

changing a light bulb), doing some Christmas crafts and finishing off with a 

Christmas Party night.  

Huge congratulations again to Dominic, Josh and Malcolm who were       

presented with their Chief Scout Silver Award which is a great achievement. 

We wish you all and Finlay all the best in Scouts. 

Looking forward to 2022 and (hopefully) having many more adventures. 



Our Environmental project  
There was not much done during the autumn months but planning is 

well underway for ongoing projects.  Our saplings arrived and have 

been stored ready to plant in January, watch out for news on how you 

can get involved! 

NOTE TO ALL PARENTS 

As we are into the dark months it is more important than normal to ensure that our members are          

collected by a responsible adult at the end of our meeting.  Leaders remain responsible for your child/

children until back under your supervision.     

If it is foggy, can you please come forward, out of your cars etc so we can see you? 

You are allowed to enter the hall at the beginning and end of the meetings providing you wear a face    

covering.    

We know that Scouts and Explorers are more independent however we would prefer that a parent        

collects rather than allow a solo walk home.  There have been incidents in Touch historically (thankfully 

not involving anyone from the group) that cause sufficient concern for us to take these measures.   

The Scout Hall elves were up 

to no good again this year, but, 

they made sure that you were 

all well behaved and vanished 

back off on Christmas Eve to 

let Santa know what you had 

all been up to! 

We have been carrying out a clean up on our 

FB page.  If we have removed you in error 

please  accept our apologies and re request 

access.  Please remember to answer the 

question or you may not be approved! 

40th Fife Friends & Family 



Tonkawa  

Troop 

The Scouts kicked off the new term with a Halloween party which had a Christmas theme.   The scouts 

produced pumpkin Santa’s & a snowman! 

With the following week being bonfire night, fire lighting, sparklers & marshmallows were in order 

A version of Cluedo was played with the scouts completing challenges to be 

able to make the accusations.  The leaders had a set of cards each and the 

scouts had to work out whodunnit, where about & what with.     

An evening was held via zoom owing to having a stormy wet & windy Friday 

night where we were being warned to stay indoors.  Some of the scouts joined 

us for a quiz and a couple of Kahoots.  At least we now know we have an        

alternative if the weather turns against us, although we would wish never to 

have to have another Zoom if we can help it. 

Our traditional end of term activity is a Trading Post.  The patrols get an amount of Scout £’s to spend on items to 

allow them to  complete tasks & challenges which they then ‘sell’ back to the leaders to make profits.                 

Congratulations to the Panthers & co for making the most money.   The Lions were the overall winners of the 

points for the term.  We finished with our Christmas party!  Games & snowball fights and a lot of clearing up! 

The scouts did some research into the dangers of taking up smoking, drinking or drugs and held an in depth     

discussion around reasons why anyone would want to take up these activities and why it is dangerous to do so. 



Update from Group Exec Committee 

New Year, and new year's resolutions... are you looking to help out doing something different and         
rewarding, then look no further.  As you know this great charity is run and supported by many adult      
volunteers and with so many great supportive family and friends, we thought we could share what we get 
up to on the Exec Committee and perhaps see how you could help in the year ahead. 

It's not all about fundraising, but yes that is a key part of our role, making sure the Group Leaders have all 
they need to keep the activities interesting, we have some great projects we could really use your 
knowledge and support for.   

You may have seen some information we shared during our 50th birthday celebration events before 
Christmas, you still have time to share your expertise to help grow and make things better in the year(s) 
ahead. 

It could be as little as an hour a month to come along to our friendly exec meeting and share ideas and 
support the leaders on key things we need to do, or support one of our Project Groups 

Minibus - we have been looking at buying a minibus for some time to make camps and trips more         
accessible for all our sections, we have done a lot of fact finding already but we need to now buy one, 
make sure we have a place to store it and all the good things that go along with it.  We already have a Van 
for the Group so shouldn't need much time once set up.  Some knowledge of having done this before or 
what we should look out for would be ace.  If this sounds like just the thing you can help with please get 
in touch, Lorna is our lead for this. 

Powmill - our wee bothy is in much need of repair and the price of wood is through the roof (thankfully 
not ours) at present, we need to fix the front, carry out some patching and a give the place a fresh coat of 

paint.  Can you help source wood (any joiners with leftovers - unlikely I know but thought I'd ask  ).  If 
you know of any good suppliers who may be able to give us a discount and indeed, many hands make 
light work, - can you help one weekend getting the bothy ready for spring and the groups to use (and if 
we get our minibus too, we'll be able to get there).  Speak to David Syme (Arran Pack) or Derek            
Henderson if you can help. 

The big hall - our main hall is need of a big freshen up and we'd like to target this during the summer to 
minimise disruption to the group meetings.  Its may mean some painting and repair or it may also be a 
redesign and build to make bigger for our growing group.  We need Architects, builders and anyone else 
who can lend a hand with buildings management - can you help?  Even if it's to help paint once ready, or 
indeed make the tea - it would be so great to see the development of the hall.  We have reached out to 
DIY SOS but no joy so far, and we may also look to do some big fundraising or a local DIY SOS event to 
help.  Can you help?  Mag (Explorers) or myself would love to hear from you. 

We are also looking at different ways to celebrate our 50th year so watch the website and Facebook pages 
for more information from Quiz nights to a Ceilidh and would be great to see you there. 

If you can help at all please contact exec@40thfifescouts.org.uk or the family & friends page and       
someone will get back to you. 

Thanks for your ongoing support. 

Lesleyanne  

Group Exec Chair. 

mailto:exec@40thfifescouts.org.uk


With apologies, the Explorers get 2 pages this time.  Editorial oversight saw a repeat article  (ooops!) 

Summer Camp 

It has been an odd year, but we started the second half of the year 
with an actual camp! Despite the rather tight rules, the Explorers  
managed a summer camp by camping in hammocks and so managed 
to have a socially distanced ‘tent’.  It was an odd week with constant 
warnings of thunderstorms and downpours that seemed to pass us by. 
No complaint from us. It was a fairly typical Explorer camp with a 
strong focus on food and baking with the explorers making bread and 
pies and a new favourite, pineapple in a cinnamon caramel sauce. It 

was a tough start to the camp as everyone was trying to recall how to camp after such a long break but they 
explorers managed it well. 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expedition  

A lot of the second half of the year was dedicated to getting back up to speed with camping 
and hiking with a lot of skills lost during the lock-down period and so the unit has been 
working on navigation with a teaching hike from Kelty back home, stopping off at the    
Sculpture area and admiring some of the big artwork and mining equipment. We covered 
route-finding, finding our location from landmarks and calculating walking speeds and 
times. We also brushed up on first aid, emergencies and incident handling and the most 
important thing (for the Explorers at least) food.  

The Expedition will be covered in detail by the Explorers themselves but I will say that their 
navigation was spot-on despite a moving forest and their camping skills were excellent as 
they were out in the hills in a gale and survived without so much as a lost peg. 

We do need to brush up on observation skills when they can walk alongside a field full of 
alpaca and not notice. 

 

Christmas Dinner 

It has become a tradition that the Explorers plan and cook a traditional Christmas dinner. This 
year it was held in the hall with the dinner planned like a military campaign but it all went well. 
There was Turkey, roast and mashed potatoes, kilted sausages, stuffing, roast veg and sprouts 
with Christmas pudding, sponge pudding, ice cream and mince pies all washed down with     
alcohol free prosecco and Irn Bru. This was followed by a food coma, a massive washing-up   
session then secret Santa and an overnight movie marathon. 

 

 

 

 

  

In addition to all the training for the expedition and camping there was time for fun 
with a massive Nerf ware with Explorers (and some leaders) running around with  
Nerf guns, we had a retro gaming night with consoles and games going back to the 
70s, a canoeing session at Lochore thanks to Greasy and Dave. 



Our Expedition in the Pentland Hills 

Brodie Cuthbertson  

We began our expedition at Bonaly Scout Centre, just 

southwest of Edinburgh. Six of us were participating in 

the expedition and thus, all equipment had to be 

stored between six rucksacks, said equipment included: 

two stoves, two hike tents, three two litre bottles of 

water, bin bags and many other things plus two days’ 

worth of collective provisions spread roughly between 

us. The route chosen was to take us through woodland, 

across valleys, uphill and along reservoirs. We took 2 

maps inscribed with our routes to and from our       

designated campsite among the hills; these maps 

would change hands several times during our venture due to disputes over directions.   

The beginning of our expedition saw us trail through the woodland road near Bonaly, tackle an immense uphill climb and 

recuperate by the Bonaly reservoir. The hills only got more challenging as we went further, and though many stretches of the 

journey were easy walks along flat-ish terrain (and many of the harder parts came with a rewarding view) we were all       

exhausted and irritable by the last leg of our journey to our wild camping location which was, according to our map from 

2016, amongst a large square patch of trees. Upon arriving at our campsite (which was in fact beside a group of trees that 

had seemingly been flattened sometime since 2016, thus explaining the initial confusion over where our campsite was in re-

lation to where we could see a large patch of trees) we realised that it was far too cold up at 400-odd feet with no hope of 

cover from the elements being provided by the sad lump of lumber behind us  (honestly Laura) to do anything but putting up 

tents, making dinner, eating dinner, and going to sleep.  

After having noodles (and in my case lukewarm tea), we 

retreated to our tents at six o’clock in the afternoon and 

played cards with cold, shaky hands until eight. 

At around 7am, though I’m not sure on the time exactly, we 

were cooking breakfast and preparing to leave which     

involved putting rubbish into bin bags, tents into tent-bags 

and both now full bin-bags and tent-bags into our bag-bags. We were prepared to leave 

soon after this as we were eager to get the hard stretch of the journey over and done with. 

We walked through the morning fog over heather covered hills looking as if we had been 

pasted onto the cover of a shortbread tin. The route given to us for our return to Bonaly was 

easier than the route of the previous day and included even more reservoirs, woodland and 

yes, even a few hills, but not as many (and anyway we had gotten used to them by now).  

As we made our way onto the last leg of our journey, where our two separate routes met, we walked along the path of by 

Bonaly Reservoir, down the downhill walk that was originally an intimidating climb and through the woods surrounding the 

campsite, we were relieved to be only a 2-hour long Mag lecture away from a hot meal and television. Me (Brodie, hi), Domi-

nic, Matthew, Zara, Logan, and Sean had made it. And Dom completely missed the Alpacas!!! 

Memorable Moments Dominic found a sheep skull, and I was 

almost tempted to take it home for a wall decoration, then realised 

that it was likely riddled with disease.   I drunk custard straight out of 

the carton.   Dominic and I nearly fell down a very high, steep, and 

dangerous hill. Dominic was plain old clumsy and stubbled whereas I 

hung from the edge to procure a £5 Trespass hat that had blown from 

my head. (Laura and Mag will be proud to know that I have my       

priorities in order) 

Alpacas!!!!! (Unless you’re Dominic) 



50th Birthday Challenges 
Walk a total of 50 miles 

Collect 50 different 50p 

Bounce a ball 50 times 

Take 50 different photos 

Design and make a boat that could float holding a 50p  

Raise £50 sponsor money for the group 

Collect 50 things in a jam jar 

Complete 50 good turns/chores 

Learn 50 words in another language (or 2, or 3 …) 

Spot a red car, a yellow car & a black car with a 50 in the registration plate (photos please) 

Identify 50 countries on a map 

Plants 50 seeds - take photos & keep a log book to show how they are growing 

Make the number 50 using household items 

Record a video for 50 seconds of you telling people why they should join scouts 

Find a sweet recipe that only uses 50grams of sugar - try to make it 

Build a jigsaw - minimum 50 pieces  

Attend a 50th birthday event 

Find out about someone influential who was alive 50 years ago 

Build /create a Lego character using only 50 Lego blocks  

Make a zip line for a toy - make sure it can travel at least 50cm 

Recycle 50 plastic items 

Find a snack that’s exactly 50 calories 

 Pick up 50 pieces of litter 

Write a 50 word story or poem for the newsletter 

Complete 50 'Good Turns' 

 Walk 50 paces in each compass direction and draw the four things you found (north - a bug. South - a leaf etc) 

 Find (an amount) of things that measure around 50 cms 

 Draw 50 circles - try to make each one different - a wheel, a pizza, a planet .... 

 Make a board game like snakes and ladders that has 50 spaces. 

Knit a square 50mm by 50mm. When we have all of them we will create blankets to donate 

Read a book that has more than 50 pages 

Hide 50 scout words around the house/garden and ask the family to find them 

Skip  - do 50 jumps without stopping 

Design a paper aeroplane that can carry a 50p  

Paint/decorate 50 pebbles 

Interview a family member that’s over 50 - ask them about their childhood/ games they played 

Create a 50th Birthday special celebration sandwich 

Wear 50 items of clothing 

Complete 50 keepie uppies without dropping the ball 

Make & decorate a 50th birthday cake 

Learn to juggle 2 or 3 balls, or more? 

 Make something using 50 paper clips (necklace /piece of art) 

Write 50 words using your other hand, if you are right handed use your left & if left handed use your right 

Write a Haiku - A Haiku should have seventeen syllables, in three lines of five, seven, and five. 

Create a cartoon or comic strip 

50 leaves art work - in autumn 

Make a collage using 50 different pictures/pieces/colours 

Do 50 star jumps 

 Make a paper chain - must have 50 links 



And finally ….. 

 
Find us on Facebook 

                                                       We are always looking for new leaders!   

                                                        Speak to any leader & find out how YOU CAN HELP US 

Volunteering for Scouting is easier that you think.  Whether you can help us out weekly, spare an hour 

a month or a day a year, we have plenty opportunities both behind the scenes and working with young 

people.   

With full support and training you can experience the fun, friendship and adventure of scouting for 

yourself, all on a flexible basis. 

Please speak to any leader if you think you can help 

We would especially like to hear from anyone who can assist with our Beaver Colonies!  Monday or 

Wednesday, both would benefit greatly from additional help. 

Find us online at  

www.40thfifescouts.org.uk 

We are extending our 50th Challenges!  Good Luck completing the challenges & don’t forget to tell us 

about them so we can tick them off.  There may be something special to award if you complete enough of 

them ….. 

50th Birthday Challenges.. contd 

OPENING SOON! 

We have a Squirrel Scout Leader, 

Corne, and a Section Assistant, 

Kirsty, as well as 3 young leaders, 

Katie, Adele and Zara all ready to 

get going.  If you have already 

enquired about a space expect 

an email soon! 



McKenzie  

Beaver Colony 

Hudson  

Beaver Colony 

Ben Cleuch Unit 



Arran Pack 

 



Skye Pack 



Tonkawa Troop 
Congratulations! 



50th Birthday Hoodie 
 

Name: 

Name on Back: 

Section: 

Size: 

 

Name: 

Name on Back: 

Section: 

Size: 

 

Name: 

Name on Back: 

Section: 

Size: 

 

Name: 

Name on Back: 

Section: 

Size: 

The hoodies are priced at £21 each for child sizes & £25 for adult sizes 

Payment can be made as follows: Cash, cheque or card in the hall 

 

Bank transfer to Sort: 83 33 00  Account: 00761401 

Account Name: 40th Fife Scout Group 

Please use the following description for the payment: 50th Hoodie <surname>  

 

Thank you! 


