
In Touch 
 

40th Fife (Touch) Scout Group July 2021 

Another end of term!  And what a year its been.  Fingers crossed that all will be normal when 

we get back together again after the summer break. 

All the sections have been making the most of the good weather and remained outdoors for 

their meetings, thankfully we had the option to be indoors if the weather was bad.   

For many of our young people, getting back to ‘normal’ has been a challenge but we would like 

to think that we have played our part in making the transition as smooth as possible.  We have 

welcomed back a number of Beavers, Cubs, Scouts & Explorers now that we are face to face 

again and it has been wonderful to see everyone. 

 

The news that the upper limit on numbers was also welcomed by the Arran Pack and the Scout Troop who now no longer 

have to split into groups and can meet all together again. 

Our Scouts & Explorers will continue to meet over the summer break and hope to complete a number of activities and play 

catch up with some of the award work that they have missed during lockdown. 

We are also, of course, looking forward to camping again and the leaders will let you know when this will happen in due 

course.  We intended having a group 50th birthday camp but we may need to postpone this into next year?  Watch for news 

on that one.   We are also planning a Family event at Fordell on 29th August, with some activities a BBQ and some campfire 

songs as well as any presentations for any awards etc, again look out for more information nearer time. 

Loads & loads of badges again this term, see the end of the newsletter for full details.  I am aware that there are some     

outstanding and will get them to you as soon as we can. 

You should by now have received your amazing 50th Birthday Badges, if not let us know and we can arrange to get one to 

you.  Please wear these on your uniforms from now until next summer break, they go on the left hand side of your uniform 

above your purple membership award and any year stars, moving on badges.  See diagram below.  

Have an amazing summer & we will see you in August 

Lorna 

Group Scout Leader 

Find us online at 

www.40thfifescouts.org.uk 

Baby beaver is missing!?  Can you find him 

on one of the newsletter pages? 



Hudson Beaver 

Colony 
The Hudson Colony have been busy outdoors this term. We’ve taken full advantage of the sunny weather 
and done an incredible variety of outdoor activities. 
 
We kicked off our first night back together with soft archery. We all channelled our inner ‘Robin Hood’ as 
we aimed for bullseyes. The Beavers were very impressive, managing many more bullseyes than the   
Leaders. 

We spent our penultimate week developing our teamwork skills. 
We kicked off with a couple of games of Beaver rounders. We 
built the trickiest obstacle courses that we could to challenge each 
other, before racing to complete them all in the fastest time we 
could. 

We got serious the following week, perfecting our camping skills. We put up tents, collected wood, and 
cooked ourselves a sweet treat over a fire. We’re all more than prepared for camping when the time 

The next week, we got a bit soggy with water games. We took a 
quick look at the water safety code as we dried off between games. 
We folded paper boats and it was great fun to see how far we could 
float them down the burn. Fishing all of the soggy boats out after 
the Beavers left was slightly less fun! 

Back to basics the following week for tracking. We  investigated all of the 
different symbols we might see/use, then split off into two teams to set 
each other some treasure trails to follow. 

The weather forced us into the hall the following week for our 
only indoor night of the term. We tried our hand a making      
another sweet treat – armpit fudge. Much tastier than the name 
would suggest! 

Back outside again the next week for bug hunting and pond 
dipping. To our surprise, we found freshwater shrimp in the 
Lyne Burn. Apparently, these are an indicator of water quality, 
so a good sign for the area. 

We ended the term with our traditional Summer BBQ, albeit on a 
slightly smaller scale. On small BBQs at the side of the hall, we 
cooked hot dogs and s’mores. We then spent the rest of the night 
trying to keep it all down as we got stuck into some final games. 

We’ve welcomed new Beavers and worked towards loads of different 
badges this term, including the adventure, teamwork, and outdoor challenges, and hope to be giving these 
out to lots of the Beavers next term as we tidy up the few remaining requirements. 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone after the holidays!       
 
Owen 



Arran Pack 

Arran Pack have been getting back to face to face meetings now that restrictions have been lifted.  

We started off the term with a few visits to Fordell where the Cubs participated in several activities            

including building shelters, following a blind trail, tackling Jacob’s Ladder and making a trail for others to 

follow.    

We ended the term with the “traditional” BBQ at Aberdour Beach 

which took place on a glorious sunny evening.  Lots of burgers and hot 

dogs eaten, one or two wet and one very muddy! Cubs after a dip the 

Forth! 

As restrictions eased further we were able to get back to meeting at the hall, although 

we needed to split the pack in order to keep numbers within the levels allowed at the 

time with one half at the hall and the other taking part in other activities. 

While at the hall cubs learned how to pitch and strike a tent, they built bird 

feeders as part of their Naturalist badge work, learned how to set and light 

a fire and made smores!!    

While out and about they 

did a “Historic Walk” round 

central Dunfermline visiting 

various historic monuments 

and places and also a walk 

round Townhill Loch taking 

photos of the wildlife. 



CONGRATULATIONS! 

Welcome to  Corne Storm, who 

joins us as a Section Assistant with 

the Explorer Unit 

 

Davie Syme (Akela)      

Arran Pack on achieving 

15 years service 

Active Support Members Callum 

Robinson & Craig Whitelaw have 

achieved 5 years service 

Doorstep delivery for Lesley 

Bath, Active Support, 25 years 

And Welcome back  to 

Steph Halkerston who 

is taking on the role of 

Deputy Group Scout 

Leader 

Come and check out our archive page!   

More photos being added regularly.  Were you a member 

in your younger days?   

See if you can spot yourself in one of our Camp and    

activity photos and videos!   



McKenzie Beaver 

Colony 

The colony invested 9 new beavers in the          

sunshine and has welcomed some new members 

Tia, Skylar and Alexis, and  Alyssia who            

transferred 

from Hudson.   

Shiny new water bottles presented 

to the beavers from Dunfermline 

District 

The Beavers have taken part in a  number of activities now that 

they are back together again.  They held a Beaver Log chew round 

the fire, talking about what they would like to do at beavers after 

the holidays, made tin can telephones, built a small shelter and 

clever teamwork to transfer a tray of rice grains across the burn. 

Making water filters 

The Beavers getting ready to do the Tree &              

Crate Climbing at Fordell 

Bug hunting & making bug 

hotels 

A walk round townhill loch was enjoyed 

by all (no photos I’m afraid ) 



SKYE 

PACK 
Skye have been enjoying what they can of the nice weather on a Thursday evening, enjoying the great 
Outdoors while working on our Naturalist, Environmental Conservation, Road Safety, Gardener and Our 
World Challenge Badges. We held a grow the tallest sunflower competition as part of our Gardeners 
badge, well done to the top 3 of Daniel, Harris & Evan with 71cm, 70cm and 64cm respectively. 

Cubs also made anti-litter posters which 
we laminated and put up in the local  
area as part of our badgework, sadly 
several of these by the hall have been 
destroyed. 

Daniel 
Harris 

Evan 

We had great fun looking for minibeasts on 

the banks and in the Lynn Burn as part of the 

Groups ongoing Environmental Project as well 

as finding our what species of tree we have 

close by – Sycamore, Willow, Cherry and Birch 

were all ones we identified.  

Please keep your eye on our closed Facebook page for Challenges which will appear 
over the Summer, the first one based on part of the Photography badge is already up. I look forward to 
seeing your photos and adventures from our Summer ‘Camping’ Challenge also – don’t forget your 
‘camp’ MUST be paired with one of the activities on the list to count. Look forward to seeing you all back 
after the Summer.       Akela 

We finished off the term with a soggy trip to Adventure Golf Island 
for a couple of rounds of minigolf and some ‘bad’ Pirate jokes 



BADGE SEWING SERVICES   

For background, I started this as a personal fundraiser 

for attending the World Scout Jamboree in 2019.      

Suggested donations remain at 50p per badge and 

funds will be used to support the next World Jamboree in 2023.  If for any reason 

I (or anyone else from the 40th) am unable to attend funds will be passed to the 

group. 

Please hand your uniform & badges, clearly marked with your child's name, to 

any of the leaders who will contact me to arrange collection & drop off 

To everyone, all our Section Leaders, Assistant Section 

Leaders, Section Assistants, Young Leaders, Executive 

Committee Members, Active Support Members, Parent 

Helpers, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers & Networkers!  

We  simply could not do what we do without you all 

 

This years JOTT (Jamboree on the Trail) was a bit of a 

wet affair, but it didn't stop the Cubs, Scouts & Bea-

vers from joining in with this international event.  

Well done to all who took part !                                  

and special mention to Callum                                             

who was joined by Troy the Alpaca,                                                                                  

complete with 40th neckie, on his                                        

JOTT 



Celebrating the 40th’s 50 years of Scouting  

Save the Date! 

Fiftieth Birthday Fordell Family Fun Day  

29th August from 3pm 

Activity choices will be posted nearer time 

We will also have a BBQ & Campfire  

Presentations & Awards 

Our Environmental project is moving 

forward.  The Explorers and adults have been clearing the 
burn and removing the seemingly endless shopping       
trolleys.  

The Test plot for the wildflower meadow is just beginning 
to bloom but it is clear that the area we chose is infested 
with bind weed and so we have found a more suitable    

location for the bee and butterfly meadow further downstream. We hope to clear it and start planting 
before the winter sets in ready for next year. We will be looking for fund/sponsorship so that we can buy 
seeds for bee and butterfly friendly plants.   We have already had some donations of seed from The Plant 
market and 1kg of poppy seeds from Callum Farqhuar our Regional Commissioner.  If you know anyone 
who would be willing to donate for seeds then please let us know. 1Kg of mixed seeds can be bought for 
around £50 and is enough to plant 100 square metres.  

The Beavers have been surveying the burn and found freshwater shrimp which is an indicator organism 
that shows that we have a good quality of water. In addition we have discovered minnows in the burn so 
the wildlife in the burn is looking good. The biggest news is that we have been lucky in sourcing 210 trees 
and shrubs for planting in the autumn. The Woodland trust donated tree pack for schools and community 
groups and our project has qualified for 2 packs of native trees, these trees have been chosen because 
they support a lot of wildlife.  

We will have oak, hawthorn, willow, birch and blackthorn trees and with 210                                             
trees we have the opportunity for every member of the group to plant a tree.                                                
We plan on a lot of work in clearing the brambles and nettles after summer to                                              
allow the planting to go ahead.  

In addition to the trees for wildlife we have plans to create a community                                                       
orchard in partnership with the Touch community council in the triangular                                                          
shaped land across the road from the hall.  More news on that later in the year.  



Tonkawa  

Troop 
Since getting back to face to face meetings the Scouts have been busy!  They took part in Expedition  

training hikes around Fordell Estate & Lochore and they have taken part in archery sessions.  They learned 

about backwoods baking with dutch ovens, making pizza and bread rolls and took to the water in kayaks, 

capsize drill always popular!  We also used the Fife Cycle track for three weeks where, amongst other 

things, the scouts learned about better bike control.  We have as a result issued loads of badges, see the 

end of the newsletter for more details.  Thanks to Davie & Mag for their assistance with the activities 



Group Executive Committee 

There are a fair amount of initiatives being looked at by the Exec Committee and leaders at present, and 
for some we would really love your support.  From practical help to even using you and your contacts and 
skills to help our group grow. 

 

Powmill Bothy upgrade 

Some of you will have stayed or your children will have stayed and its a fine place for small groups to 
meet.  The years have taken their toll and we are looking to replace much of the wood on outside, bunk 
beds and a general refresh inside.  We have secured some funds to put towards this and hopefully some 
volunteers to help out and renovate over the summer.  The explorers in particular stay over and make 
Christmas dinner and would be great if they can get back to doing this in 2021.  If you want to help and be 
a part of this please contact Mag, Greasy, Davie Syme or Derek Henderson. 

50th birthday celebrations 

You may have seen some cracking pictures over the years on our Facebook archive page, please keep con-
tributing here.  We are also looking to do a celebration week at the hall or maybe Fordel to celebrate as a 
group, share some memories, we’re looking at a date at the end of August subject to government guide-
lines and securing a venue, worst case scenario we’ll have a plan b/c/d around the hall.  If you want to get 
involved in helping with this please contact Sharon Young, Julie Temple, Julie Rodger or Laura Mills. 

Main Hall renovation 

It’s been some time since the hall was extended and over the years the team have done a great job but its 
not time to freshen it up.  We have contacted DIYSOS, but yet to hear if we have been successful and are 
reviewing previous plans which were approved.  We will be looking for some great contacts such as archi-
tects, trades people, for support and will be reviewing the plan of attack over the summer.  If you can 
help here please contact Lesleyanne Tufft, Mag, Julie Roger or Laura Mills. 

Minibus 

We have been successful in receiving a grant from Arnold Clark and looking to acquire a mini bus to allow 
our troops to travel further afield (and get to Powmill etc). We are looking for a deal to come up and once 
available we may also be renting this out to hire.....did you know we also have a van you can rent out, 
contact Lorna if you would like to know more on this one. 

And finally.... 

We are always looking for support, and little or as much as you can give to help support the groups with 
fundraising ideas, for example previous fundraising has allowed us to buy some canoes which the groups 
have all been enjoying.  If you would like to get involved please reach out via the                                       
Website or Facebook pages in the first instance. 

 

We look forward to seeing as many f you as possible at our 50th celebration event                                 
where we will also share our AGM information and also our plans for the                                                                 
coming year. 

 

Lesleyanne Tufft (Group Exec Chair) 



The unit has been baking again, and eating, its what they do best!  This time it was donuts and bread rolls 

with cheese filling. 

Several of the Explorers completed their first module in their journey to being 

fully fledged Young Leaders.    This is a programme of modules that mirrors the 

adult training but designed specifically for 14—18 year olds.   We have Sean 

working with the McKenzie Colony, Dominic with the Arran Pack and Zara,     

Brodie & Daniel working with the Skye Pack. 

A full scale Nerf war was declared on the 7th June, not sure who won in the 

end but we are still finding nerf ‘bullets’ in random places in the hall.  The 

evening finished with a water fight. 

Post exam chill out night at Lochore, most of the 

explorers ended up in the loch, including one 

(who will remain nameless) who completely 

failed to follow the ‘bring a change of clothes’ 

message and ended up in the Loch fully clothed 

in a hoodie & jogging bottoms!  You know who 

you are ….. I’m just glad you were not getting in 

my car. 

The final night of term was spent at Silver Sands.  BBQ, ball games, digging a giant hole and some splashing 

about in the sea.  It was a calm night and we were treated to a spectacular sunset! 



Beavers 35th birthday challenge 

Beaver Scouts officially became part of the Scout Association on the 
1st of April 1986. That makes Beavers an incredible 35 years old this 
year! 

This Summer, we’d like you to join us in celebrating Beavers’ 35th 
Birthday with 35 exciting challenges and activities. 

You can do them in any order you like. You could do a couple every 
day, or you could do as many as you can during the time of the week 
when you’d normally be at Beavers – it’s completely up to you. 

Let us see what you have been doing by posting to your Colony page 
or to the Friends & Family page 

You can find the full list on the Scouts Scotland website 

www.scouts.scot > Members > Coronavirus Support > Scouting at Home 

> Beavers 35th birthday challenge 

The next World Jamboree will be in South Korea 2023, from the 1st to the 
12th of  August.  if you will be aged 14 - 17 at that time then watch out for 
more information in the coming year for application details!  

 

 

The Jamboree theme is “Draw your Dream!” it expresses the desire of the 
members of the Scout Movement to transform the 25th World Scout   
Jamboree into their own festival and to grow their dreams through the 
event.  SaeManGeum will be shaped into a spacious recreational ground, 
giving Scouts from around the world an opportunity to pursue their hopes 
and dreams throughout the Jamboree. 



50th Birthday Challenges 

Here are the challenges to date!  Please remember to post what you are doing on either your section page, the 

Friends & Family page or both!  Have fun …. 

There are a few more challenges to come so keep a look out on the Facebook pages after the 

summer holidays 



Early Years Scouting for 4 & 5 year olds 

 
Squirrels are coming ….. If you have a 4 or 5 year old that might be 
interested in being one of our first Squirrels please email us with a 
note of interest info@40thfifescouts.org.uk  
 
We will let you know as soon as we can about when this new      
section will start meeting and how the programme will be delivered 
 

And finally ….. 

 
Find us on Facebook Find us online at  

www.40thfifescouts.org.uk 

Have a great  

summer!! 

 

Blair Atholl Jamborette 2022 

This event WILL be taking place next year, we are still waiting on 

a final update but if you will be 14 - 17 between 18th & 29th July 

next year then watch out for an email with an application form 

                                                       We are always looking for new leaders!   

                                                        Speak to any leader & find out how YOU CAN HELP US 

Volunteering for Scouting is easier that you think.  Whether you can help us out weekly, spare an hour 

a month or a day a year, we have plenty opportunities both behind the scenes and working with young 

people.   

With full support and training you can experience the fun, friendship and adventure of scouting for 

yourself, all on a flexible basis. 

Please speak to any leader if you think you can help 



Hudson  

Beaver Colony 

Ben Cleuch Unit 

McKenzie  

Beaver Colony 



Tonkawa Troop 



Arran Pack 

Tonkawa Troop  

   contd …. 



Skye Pack 


