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40th Fife (Touch) Scout Group January 2021

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
I hope that you all had an amazing Christmas and a great new year
Well! Just as it started to look like we were beginning to get back to some kind of
normal …. Never mind! With the vaccine on the way things are looking up for 2021 and
the quicker we can get this behind us the better. I have bought a 2021 diary in
anticipation!
I would like to take this opportunity to say a HUGE thank you to all our amazing leaders
who have gone above & beyond this year to keep scouting alive in the 40th. Also, huge
thanks to our committee and to everyone who supports us.
AND a huge thank you to all of you, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and all your parents who have helped you to use
social media and Zoom to allow virtual camping. activities, badges & awards to be completed.
We awarded (as of 12th December) a total of 902 badges across all sections, an amazing total! You will find details of
all the badges presented at the back of this newsletter.
It has been brilliant being back in the hall the last month or so, almost felt normal other than the facemasks and
sanitiser. This was achieved in no small part by the completion of in depth risk assessments which were submitted and
approved prior to us being able to meet again in person. Everyone has adapted brilliantly to the new regime but I think
we will all be glad when we no longer have to spend hours washing & sanitizing our hands and everything else we
touch.
So what's next? Hopefully the new year lockdown wont impact us for long and we will be able to get back to face to
face meetings sooner rather than later. PLUS it is our 50th birthday! More on this further on, but its not too late to
submit your design for our 50th birthday badge so get drawing!
We will be starting a community conservation project in the coming months with plenty to keep us busy and help with
our badges and challenge awards. We are also looking at ways to improve the hall and may seek your assistance once
we have plans in place.

Hope to see you all soon

Lorna
Group Scout Leader

Find us online at www.40thfifescouts.org.uk

Hudson Beaver
Colony
The Hudson Beavers had their first face to face night, since lockdown, at Fordell where
they took part in the crate climbing and other activities.

The Beavers made remembrance poppies, have created their own superheroes and been
pirates. They also had a Christmas craft night when they made reindeer masks and snowmen. The last meeting this year was of course the Christmas party, games were played &
fun was had by all!
Two new beavers have joined and the Colony
said goodbye to a number of beavers who
have now moved up to Cubs, we wish them
all the very best in their next
adventure!

Arran Pack
Since the Arran pack have been back to face to face meetings they have enjoyed a number of different
activities. Astronomy, Art and a Challenge night, games and an end of term Christmas party.
Lots of badges have been awarded and new sixers and seconders have been promoted.

Arran pack had a night at Fordell learning all about
fire lighting

The Pack also officially welcomed a number
of new cubs that had transferred during
lockdown

Fordell Fun Days
Some of our Beavers and Cubs were lucky enough to get space at this event, I’m glad they were not getting in my car after this!

Meet our new Leader & Helpers
Thank you to all
for making them
feel welcome!
Megan, section helper,
Hudson Colony

Claire, section helper
McKenzie Colony

Laura is the new Akela for
the Skye Pack

BIG SHOUT OUT to those of
you who took part in this
event, your badges are on
the way!

Over the last six weeks, young people and their families, volunteers, and former Scouts joined
one of four teams to #RaceRoundTheWorld.
Collectively, they’ve travelled over 150,000 miles round the world, learning about different
customs and cultures along the way through our range of globetrotting activities. They’ve also raised over £220,000 through sponsorship and a grand total of over £250,000 including
direct donations, making a world of difference to the Scout Groups hit hardest by the COVID19 crisis.
Latest total is over £360,000.00. thank you for being part of this massive achievement!

McKenzie Beaver
Colony
The McKenzie’s first night back was held at Fordell where they learned about fire lighting and played
games in the dark

After getting back into the hall the colony has worked on their space badges, builders badges and their creative
badges

The beavers enjoyed some Christmas party games to
round off the year

The McKenzies also welcomed
5 new beavers

Skye Pack
The Pack has now settled back into their own meeting night, with new
Akela, Laura, at the helm. There has been new sixes set out with new
Sixers and Seconders.
The pack has worked on a number of different badges, Collectors,
Hobbies, Digital Maker 1 and Book Readers. They also held a Pack
forum where Cubs got to rate badges and give ideas for what they
would like to do. I think that some of the parents were a little
surprised by some of the un cool choices

A few Cubs managed to secure spaces at the Fordell Fundays which
have just taken place.
Looking forward to more adventures in 2021.

The Skye Pack
‘Cub of the
Week’ Trophy

Complete with
its own tiny
neckie!
Thanks Karen

Tonkawa
Troop
The Scouts have managed to meet both in the hall and at Fordell over the last couple of
months. Having more that the allowed maximum numbers the decision was taken to split
the troop into 2 groups so that everyone had the opportunity to join in. Since re starting face
to face they have tried their hand a branding, mini pioneering, fire lighting and backwoods
cooking. The Halloween party was a bit different from normal, lanterns were created out of
different vegetables and they tried their had at soap carving. The Christmas party was held
over Zoom so that everyone could take part. Party bags were issues ahead of time with all
the activity kit needed to take full part in the games, which included a wordsearch, the ever
popular cake in a mug, balloon games and more …
A number of the older scouts have now moved onto explorers and we hope they enjoy their
new adventures!

The Unit has been busy! Because of current restrictions and the overlap with beavers on their normal
meeting night they have been meeting on a Sunday evening.
They have had a planning meeting and played games. They have completed several bits of badge & award
work as well as a number of different activities.
They rounded off their year with a Christmas movie marathon and a full day preparing and serving a full
Christmas dinner followed by secret Santa and charades.

CONGRATULATIONS!
It’s not just the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers that get badges & awards. One of the
best things that Lorna loves doing is presenting the Leaders with badges & awards too.
Especially when they don’t know its coming!

Unlike the young people, the leaders get a
service award every 5/10 years.

They come with a certificate and a badge.

Katrina, Skye Pack, being
presented with her 40 year
service award

Dave, Tonkawa Troop,
being presented with his
20 year service award
The Award for Merit is for leaders and
other adults who have consistently given
service over and above that which is
expected within their role.

Alan, with some help
from the Beavers, being
presented with an
Award for Merit

Congratulations to the
cubs in the Skye Pack who
have been promoted to
Sixers & Seconders

Laura, with some help from the Cubs,
being presented with an Award for
Merit
Congratulations to the Scouts who
have been promoted to Senior Patrol
Leader, Patrol Leader & Asst Patrol

Congratulations to the
cubs in the Arran Pack who
have been promoted to
Sixers & Seconders

Leaders

Our 50th year of scouting in Touch and there will be loads to look forward to.
50th Birthday camp—hopefully in tents at an actual campsite later in the year
Open nights, a celebration ceilidh, loads of photos and video memories and much more!
A special 50th birthday badge and other commemorative items.

We are issuing a special 50th Birthday Challenge to you all!
The 50th Birthday Challenges will be issued 5 per month, unless otherwise stated you have
until 30th November to complete as many as you can. There will be bronze, silver & gold
awards depending on how many you complete. Evidence can be shown to your leaders
and/or added to the FB pages
The first five have been issued as follows:
1.

Submit a 50th birthday badge design***

2.

Walk a total of 50 miles

3.

Collect 50 different 50p coins

4.

Bounce a ball 50 times

5.

Take 50 different photos

Volunteering for Scouting is easier that you think. Whether you can spare
an hour a month or a da a year, we have plenty opportunities both behind
the scenes and working with young people.
With full support and training you can experience the fun, friendship and
adventure of scouting for yourself., all on a flexible basis.
Please speak to any leader if you think you can help

2021 is our 50th Anniversary and we need a badge to celebrate!
This is our winner and runner up from 2011, 40th anniversary.
The winning entry was made into a badge and the runner up into pin badges used at our celebratory camp

Here are some shapes to get you thinking! There will be a post box set up in the hall for entries.
OR you can take a photo and get it posted to the FB page.
Remember to put your name & section on your entry!
You can submit your own sheets if you want to draw you own shapes

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES
31st January 2021

40th Fife Family Quiz Night & AGM

This was held on the 27th November via Zoom and Kahoot. We had a
total of 34 teams and individual taking part. The eventual winners were
the Bell Family team who took home a chocolate & sweet hamper!

We currently have space in all our sections

Find us on Facebook

For 6 to 8 year olds

For 10 1/2 to 14 year olds

Hudson Beavers

Scouts

Mondays 6:30pm—8pm

Fridays 7:30pm—10pm

McKenzie Beavers

For 14 to 18 year olds

Wednesdays 6:30pm—8pm

Explorers

For 8 to 10 1/2 year olds

Mondays 7.30pm—10pm

Arran Pack

We are in communication with the council re the
Lyne Burn Green Network improvements. We
hope to be able to improve the area surrounding
the hall, clearing ground, planning new trees,
sowing meadow flowers etc. We hope to have
more news on this soon.
This is an ideal opportunity to do something

Tuesday 6:30pm—8:15pm
Sky Pack
Thursday 6:30pm—8:15pm
Email:

admin@40thfifescouts.org.uk
Hall: 01383 729291 (evenings soon!)

special, not just for our 50th year but for the
whole community.

The Executive committee have been working in the background all year to help keep us running smoothly. They are looking at ways
to improve the hall and have some exciting plans! These will be shared once things are finalised and we may be looking for your
help later in the year. There is always room for new members so contact us if interested. exec@40thfifescouts.org.uk

And finally …..
How amazing was this?
Thanks Jason!!

One of the new members of the 40th Family! Meet Mac the Dare Bear.
They will be getting up to all sorts of adventures and is looking for you to
challenge them.
One of the first dares to be accepted was from Ryan, who dared them to
wear a bow tie, put on a fez and pose in the mirror

Thank you to everyone who donated to
the food bank before Christmas!

HOPE TO SEE EVERYONE VERY SOON!
Find us online at
www.40thfifescouts.org.uk

Find us on Facebook

Hudson Beaver Colony

McKenzie Beaver Colony

Tonkawa Troop

Ben Cleuch Unit

